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“We Have a Sure Guarantee Given Us by the Treaty of London,” He Says—Denies
the Germans Have Right to Censor His Episcopal
: Acts or Writing

Asks General Further, “Can You, in the Name of Humanity, Justify the Detention
of an Octogenarian?” Also Appeals for Woman Locked in Cavalry
‘ Barracks in Malines

. Explanatory Comment

HROUGHOUT the occupation the temper of the Belgian people was significantly reflective of the werld
over's beyond their isolated land. The demonstrations in the ~hurches of whick the Governor General and
Baron vor. der Lancken complain to the Cardinal unquestionably dencted a revival of hope.

Matters in November, 1016, were not going well for Germany. On the first day of that month the
imperial troops had evacuated Fort Vaux, a key position on the Verdun front, which had been in their hands for
three-quarters of a year. On the same day the Italians had begun a new offensive and had taken 15,000 Aus-
trian prisoners, -

The only German successes at that time were in the submarine warfare that was eventually to be the
ampire’s Nemesis. There was exultation in Bgrlln over the Deutschland’s second trip to the United States,
| Tirpitz and Ludendo:: were callllngtfo; :Il;nrestr:itaed U-boat depredations.

Counting on the congealment o e western front the Berlin cabal rejoiced when, o nw
the great British hospital ship, the Britannic—built originally as a “floating pa!ice" for tﬁe W;:Itf S&Tbﬁ:nezi
was sunk in the Aegean sea with a loss of fifty-five lives. On November 8 the American ship Columbian had

~ peen attacked by & submarine. It was clear that if neutrals stood firm for humanity they must take the
CDDSN]UN‘ICES.

But the military operations were unfavorable to the junker cuuse. After many blunders the redemption
of Serbia was under way a:nd Monastir was regained for civilization. The situation in Austria was far from
venssuring. Franz Joseph died on November 21. It was known that Karl, his successor, had little liking for his
tragic inheritance of war. The doom of the Hapsburg monarchy was foreshadowed.

The Belgians were emb ldened._ They draped their altars in the national tricolor and played the “Bra-
banconne,”—as Von der Lancken put it—"in a very lively and ostentatious way.”

matter, that this spontaneous coneession could not be
“looked upon as an acknowledgment of the occupying

: 1'19wer's right to censor any document issued by him as
bishop.

Cardinal Mercier's Story

Including his correspondence with the German
authorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Louvain University and translated by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St. Augustine's, Ramsgate,
England.

Archbishop’s House, Malines.
* November 5, 19186,
To Baron von der Lancken, Chief of the Political
Department, Government General, Brussels,

Dear Baron—I have duly received your esteemed
letter I. 10387, dated November 3, for which I thank
you.

I will set on foot without delay an inquiry into
what happened out of the ordinary in the churches
of Cureghem, Laeken (Lourdes Grotte) and in that
of the Capuchin Fathers at Brussels. On my side, let
me ask you again to be wary of arbitrary interpre-
tations of words uttered by preachers. Thus the
alleged words attributed to a Capuchin Father, quoted
in your letter, “England has guaranteed Belgium’s
independence,” are they not capable of an innocent
interpretation and is not that one which we ought
to adopt? 1 have not as yet been able to get .in-
formation as to the sermon you complain about, but
I understand very well that one might say—precisely
to avoid what on another occasion you called a proph-
ecy—we have a sure guarantee, given us by the
treaty of London, that Europran peace will not be
concluded so long as Belgium has not recovered her
independence. -

I do not regret having suppressed the three pas-
sages of my pastoral which have particularly of-
fended the Governor General, though without remsson
in my opipion. I suppressed them willingly because
you were kind enough to declare that you put no
obligation upon me. I wished to prove to yvou there-
by not only that I am anxious to spare those trouble
who devote themselves to my service, but also that
1 know when my conscience allows me how to saeri-

fice my own personal views in order to avoid a dis-
pute, "

To safeguard the rights of my conscience I made
a great point of telling vou that my free concession
was not to be interpreted as the acknowledgment of a
right of the occupying power to wateh over or censor
my episcopal acts or writings.
(Signed) D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines,

CHAPTER XXXII

National Celebrations in the Churches

ON NOVEMBER 15, the king's name-day, a high

mass, followed by the Te Deum, was sung in sev-
eral churches, among others at St. Gudule, and at
St. Jacques-sur-Coudenberg. On the pretext that
some members of the congregation had, on coming
out of the church, sung the “Brabanconne,” and
raised shouts of “Long live the King,” “Belgium
forever,"” “Liberty forever!” the town of Brussels was
punished by General Hurt, Governor of Brussels and
Brabant. According to an order dated November 20,
all public establishments werz to be closed at 8 p. m.
and the inhabitants were forbidden to frequent the
streets between 8:30 p. m, and 4 a. m. The penalty was
not abrogated till December 19.

On the occasion of these incidents, Baron von Biss-
ing addressed to the Cardinal the following letter:

Government General of Belgium, Brussels,
November 25, 1910,
To His Eminence Cardinal Mereier, Archbishop of
Malines.
Your Eminence is aware, I suppose, that on the

15th inst. solemn religious aservices held in the
Churches of St. Gudule and St. Jacques were made

CHAPTER XXXI
Baron von der Lancken Again Accuses Certain
Priests of Having Misused Their Office

: of Preaching

POLIT!CAL Department, Government General of
Relgium, Brussels. November 8, 1016,
To His Eminence Cardinal Mercier,” Archbishop of

Malines.

I must again thank your Eminence for the trouble
you have taken to make certain modifications in the
taxt of your pastoral, prior to ite being read in the
churches, To prove how right we were in regarding
pertiin passages as dangerous, I chink it enough to
quote the following instance: At Brussels a Capuchin
father added to the passage referring to the inde-
dependenoe of Belgium certain comments, which your
Eminence manifestly did mot anticipate, He said:
“England hag again guaranteed our independence.”

I would again beg your Eminence to direct your

. particulusr attention to what 18 going on at the Grotto

of Lourdes, at Laeken. True, these germona con-
tain no direct attack on the occupying power, but
preachers o tem choose topies, such as, e. g., “Joshua
and the 00 Warriors,” which prove beyond doubt
theiy intentioa to poison the minds of their hearers
against Germany. Such proceedings are bound to
have consequences, I think that your Eminence could
prevent by a simple admonition the deplorable re-
sulls of this covrse of action.

As a scquel to information received by us, an
inquiry was set on foot about certain reprehensible
remarks made in the chureh of Cureglhem by the
eurate Egidiusg savidts. By order of the Governor
General the inquiry was suspended, but his Excellency
Baron von Bissing would be g ateful to your Emi-

- nenee if you were to call the curate to order in ac-

- eordunce with ecclesiastical law.

' Lastly, I should like to communicate the follow-

ing to your Eminence: A proposal was made to the

Governor Geneal to limit the number of candles

used on the ocewsion of the feast of ‘All Saints, owing

toa lack of material used in their manufacture. The

Giovernor General is loath to meddle in religious

matters, In view of the scarcity of wax he leaves

your Eninence to take whatever steps the intercsts of

public worship may ».quire, v

I believe that the Viaene case hos been settled
tecording to your wiphes., The judicial formalities
to be yone through in a ease of this kind, the collect-

[ Wy of all the documents, ete. * * * always take up

fome bLime, in consequence of the piess of work at

the ofices where these matters arve dealt with. ¢

. 1 offer to your Eminence the expression of my
gincere exteem,

(Signed) LANCKEN.,
_ His Eminence answered the accusations of the
chief of the political department .by putting him on
s guard against arbitrary interpretations placed on
Words used in the pulpit. Baron von der Lancken had
8t the beginning of his letter thanked the Cardinal for
making some slight modifications in the pastoral, “The
olee of God.” The Cardinal answered, as he already

ELGIUM GETS

Brussels and of Brabant has had to punish the popu-
lation ; Groater Brussols,

Your Eminence agsuredly cannot be blnd to the
fact that the principal cause of these incidents is to
be found as ueual in the playing and singing of the
national anthem. It is inevitable that the enthusiasm
of the crowd be roused and excesses commitfad. Since,
as a general rule, the organ gives the signal for the
singing, the nresponsibility of all that happened falls
on the eeclesiastical authorities. Sinece demonsira-
tions of this kind may lead to seriows trouble, I can-
not in future adopt the samae tolerant attitude vs I
have done up till now, I must also mention, on this
occasion, the use of flags inside the churches. People
are no longer content with dec. ating the altarg with
flags, but they have begun to unfurl and wave them.
If in the future incidents like those which have hap-
pemed at B-usscle are brought to my notice, I shall
have to leave to the judgment of your Eminence the
advisability of ecelebrating or mot solemn religious
servieea on anniversary days.

I am informed that more than a year ago your
Eminence gave instructions to your clergy limiting
the intreduction of swe oy rites inta relicious services
to those cascs only provided for by the lituray. For
the aforesnid reasons I have asked myself whether I
onght not to prohibit the ploying or the singing of the
national anthem and other nonreligious melodies; and
if I ought not to restriet the use of flage in churches
to memorial services held for the fallen in battle.
Before tesuing any order of the Kind, I solicit your

Emimeneoe’s advice,
(Signed) BARON VON BISSING,
Lieutenant General.

The Cardinal’s answer is as follows:
Archbishop's House, Malines,
November 29, 1916,
To His Excellency Baron von Bissing, Governor Gen-
eral, Brussels,

Sir—The letter 1. 11819, with which your Excel-
lency has honored me under date 25th N-vember,
ealls my attention to “political demonstrations” al-
leged to have taken place in certain churches,

I have at heart as much as anybody the dignity
of public worship and reapect for holy places. So re-
centlvy as last Sunday T onened my address in the
Church of St. Gudule with these words: “Brethren, 1
beeseech vou earnestly to remain recollected in the
House of God, both during and after the service.”
My words were heeded. Neither by gesture nor by
word of mouth was the decorum of the ceremony dis-
turbed.* (

I feel confident that the few parishes where an
pbuse may have crept in will observe a similar recom-
mendation, such as I shall deem it my duty to make
them.

. For my own part, I heseech your Exctllency to
be on your guard against deliberately or undeliberate-
ly exaggerated revorts sent you. For instance, I do
not know whether there be in reality one or several
churches where the clergy would indulge in flag
waving. T have made no inquiry about the two cases
of 8t. Gudule and St Jacques, the only two which
your Excellency's letter mentions by name. But a
person of high standing, a stranger in Belgium, who
assisted at the rcligious service on November 15, of
his own accord, informed me that he was very sur-
prised that the German avthorities should have used,
in dfucribing this ceremony, the word “demonstra-
tion.!

(Signed) ' D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

Archbishop of Malines.

*On Sunday, November 2
Giudule for the intention of those deported, "The Cardi-
nil mude an address o which he inveighed agninst the
erime of denortation and proclaimed that violuted right
remning right and thal injustice resting on might is
none the less injustice. ‘

Baron von der Lancken, acting on the order of
Baron von Bissing, acknowledged the Cardinal's letter
of November 29 and called attention to a new case, in
which, according to him, the Cardinal’s people had taken
part in a political demonstration in a Bruseels church.

Political Department of the Government General,
Brussels. December 15, 1916,

To His Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of
Malines.

His Ewxcellency was pleased to hear that your
E'minence wou'd make it your duty to send an admo-
nition to the clergy of those parishes where abuses
have erept in.

Quite lately people have again made e political
demonstration in @ Brussels shurch. In the middle of
the singing a Belgtan flag was unfurled and waved
before the altar: then it was earvied all rowund the
chureh in a kind of torehlight procession. All the
time the “Brabanconne” was played on the organ in
@ very lively an! ostentatious way.

Such cages foll within the scope of the orders
which have been drawn up against political demon-
slrations organized in public and consequently render
those participating in them liable to legal proceel-
ings. It ig impossible not to hold the cure responsible
for any breaches of the law in his church. Your Ewni-
nence knows how distasteful it iy to the Governor fo
take steps against priests, and he, therefore, earn-
estly desires the ecclesiastical authorities to take the
m)ﬂf[uf meagures to avoid their recurrence,

(Signed) LANCKEN.

The Cardinal asked Von der Lancken for details and
took advantage of this opportunity to intercede in

mnss wius said at St /

Archbishop’s House, Malines,
January 16, 1017,
To His Excelleney Baron von der Lancken, Chief of
the Political Department, Government General,
Brussels,

Dear Baron—For a long time I have wanted to
revert to the Governor General's csteemed letter,
dated November 25, 1018, in which he complained of
certain demonstrations, unseemly beyond all reason,
which, according to reports made ® him, took place in
geveral Brussels churches. In thie letter his Excel-
leney mentions the singing of the “Brabanconne,” na-
tional flags being unfurled and waved, and other
greular melodies rendered in church, ete. He in-
vited me to prohibit them, to save him the trouble
of forbidding them himself. 1 have received informa-
tion from reliable sources and have not sueceeded in .
finding a single church, either in Brussels itself or in
the surrounding district, where the above-mentioned
abuses are or were prevalent, 1 am aware that
Baron von Biscing iz absent and that is the reason
why 1 have put off till now the present correspond-
ence; but possibly he tdok you into his confidence
b *ape leaving and you would therefore be in a po-
sition to speeify the churches he had in view.

I embrace this opportunity of bringing to your
notice certain events you are interested in, or in which
you would be perhaps willing to interest yourself,

The chaplain of Luttringhausen prison induced
Canon Loncin to petition for the remission of the last
three months of his gentence; Canon Loncin writes to.

his family that his appeal has been rejected.

Again, M. 'Abbe Herman, cure and dean of Orp-
le-Grand, a vemerable priest of sixty-three years of
npge and an invalid, hns undergone, first at Rhein-
bach, then at Wahn (Rhld) thirteen months’ impris-
onment for humane acts whi every man who is
not absolutely heartless and, =% more, every priest
devotrd 'to his country wag obliged to perform; you
had raised my hope of his release and even the Haoly
Father deigned to interést hims<If in his case, So far
the wretched captive has, so he informs me, not a
gleam of hope. Shall T be compelled to tell him that
he must serve the remaining nine months of his sen-
tence? The Abbe Bernaerts, too, who is so indispen-
sable for his parish and the social work of which he
was director at Antwerp, is stili interned. I endeav-
ored to visit him on the Tth inst., but was denied
accesg to the prison. You will remember that a woman
of mysterious character, certamly without a search-
warrant, examined in the presenee of an officer Abbe
Bernaerts's confidential papers—an incident ¥ have
already brought to your notice, Mav I ask you
whether the inquiry has been fruitful of results?

You must have heard that the mayors and leading
eitizens of several communes in the province of Ant-
werp are interned at Malines, beeause some workmen
in their respective communes have evaded deporta-
tion. Among those internd is an old man of eighty,
I do not wish to reopen the discussion of deportation
itselfl for the present, but, the temprrature heing
what it is, can you. in the name of humanity, justify
the detention in an icy cell of a venerable octogena-
rian?

But there is something else evon more inhuman
than this. A poor woman named Madame Wilputte,
who is alout to become a mother—according to the
doctors within the next fortnight—is lodged in the
cavalry barracks in Malines and notwith<tanding her
condition, the local au'horities have made known to
her their intention to have her carricd off to Ger-
many immediately.

Is such eonduct conceivable?
ing to put a stop to it?

Please receive the assurance of my sincere es-
teem,

(Signed)

Can you do noth-

D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines.

The chief of the political department contented him
self with replving as follows:

Political Department of the Government General of

Belginm, Brussela Januwary 17, 1017,

S. No. 1.5907,

T'o His Eminence, Cardinal Mercior, Archbishop of

Muolines,

I have tn acknowledge the receipt of your esteem-
ed letter of the 16th inat. The Governor Generval will
still be away for some time. Nevertheless. I am able
to give the desived information abont the potriotio
demonstrations which were mmode in churvehes, The in-
cidents mentioned in the Governor General's letter,
dated December 15, ocenrrcd on Devemhber 8 a' St
Mary's Chureh at Schae beek. During the 11 o'clock
gervica o procession was formed insido the ehwreh in
avhich the Belgian fleg was carrvied around, Thiz
cercmony was repeated in the same churel on Janu-
ary 7.%

v These particulars will suffioc to guide your Emi-
nence in geeking snoplementary nfo mation, 4 should
like, however, to add that if these demenstirations con-
tinue, their aulhors must not be surprizsed if they in-
cur gevere penalties, for it is a praved fact that the
lenieney we have hitherto shown has 'f-fr'(-n rige to an
inercuse in corenonies of this kind tn ehureh, the
deney of which is obviously palitical,

Ag I am on the point of going on a jowrney for a
few doeye, I am sorry I can give your Eminence no
cract information as fo the ather matters dealt with
in your letter. 1 lope, hower
the necessary uu'f.u;':‘y .'.”" your to

ten-

er, to be able to obtain
Abbe Bar-
naertd. Morveaver, I uww taken certain gtepy in favor

af the Cure Herman end ¢ Mualines

- NDEPENDENCE,”
_SAYS CARDINAL MERCIER TO VON DER LANCKEN

U
’

Please receive the assurasnes of my mincers ;r
teem. )
(Signed) LANCKE} A
N. B.—I have just this moment heard that
leading Malines people who were arrested with a 3
to their undergoing an wrgent examination have
aat at liberty. /
*These wo-cnlled  denfonstrations  eonsisted in &5
procession which took place regularly inside the chy

on the first Sunday of ench month. HEven before
war the nationsl flng figured prominently therein,

CHAPTER XXXIII _'f
"Removal of Certain Apparatus From the 8
Lambert’s Technical School

HE German authorities, not content with despoilin

the Belgian factorieg of all their machinery,
far as to carry off certain tools used in the instructio
of apprentices at 8t, Lambert’s Technical School,
lines.

As soon as he became aware of this new encros
ment on the rights of private property, the Cardinal
commiscioned one of his vicars general to lay a prnm
against this unjustifinble act of commandeering befl
the competent German military authority, but he
too late, for on the arrival of the Cardinal's delegate =
the material was already loaded in railwny wagons las" =
beled for Germany. 3

The Cardinal hastened to complain to Baron vom-
Bissing in these terms:

|
Lt
i 4

Archbishop’s House, Malines, =

December 11, 1916,

To His Exeellency Barog von Bissing, Governor Gens
eral, Brussels.

Sir—I have the honor to inform you that this ¥
momming an engineer, engaged in the Rateau works '.“.1',
Muysen-lez-Malines, advised me that thirty-nine e;m= =
gineer's twin vises, forming part of the apparatus
of St. Lambert's Technical School, were commans’ =
deered by a German officer, NP

St. Lambert’s Technical School is a free school, «
under the patronage of the Archbishop of Malines. It |
trains workmen, ironworkers among others, who ats «*
tend a practical course, in & section reserved for them '
at the Rateau works, using tools and other apparatus
made by their own harids. T at once sent one of my +
vicars genecral to protest against the taking away of
these tools and to insure their retention for the uss = = &
of our apprentices. When my delegate arrived the «+
iron vises were already loaded in trucks, at the sta-
tion =t Muysen, and tomorrow they will be dispatched
to Germany.

The cfficer, Lieutenant Buehler, had already gone
back to Antwerp, but the vicar general called at his
office in the afternoon and asked him to postpone = =
their dizpatch. The lieutenant excused himself om =
the plea that he was obliged to obey orders. LN (e

I have ventured to place these facts be’  youp
Excellency in the firm conviction that you will admit
my elaim by restoring to our voung workmen equips
ment doubly dear to them, becuuse it is not only
forged by their own hands, but also insures them &
means of livelihood.

Accent, sir, the agsurance of myv sincere esteem.

(Signed) D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

Archhishop of Malines.

Baron von der Lancken received orders from B
ven Bissing to reply to the Cardinal's protest,
made no attempt to justify the commandeering of @
gineer’s vises and even implicitly acknowledged
illegality of the proceedings taken by the military.sus
thorities. Moreover, he declared that the occupying
power would do ite best te repair the damage done te
St. Lambert's school,

Politicel Department of the Government General of
Belatum, Brussels. December 15, 1618,

To His Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of
Malines.

Ay goon ag I wos informed over the telephone by
Mgr. de Wachter, auxilinry bishep, of the removal of
engineer's viges from St, Lambert's Sehool, I exerted
miuaelf to the wtwnost to settle the matter. The ‘I'l“.t
day the Governor General, after perusing your letter,
eeemed very anxions fto comply with yoiir request. It
las not, however, been possible to prevent the tramss
port of the articles in question, but the Governor Gens
eral hag given arders *o veturn as many vises to St.
Lambert's Sehool ag hove been taken away.

According to information received, only three of
the vians belonging to the school were parallel or twin
vigeg; the otheve were of the common type. I am so=ry
te have to warn your Fwminence, however, that the
parallel vises will he pery hard to veriorve; the gionk
with which we are going to replace them will not
|‘l'-,\|;u'f'.'{‘ thiz s il Find.

4 r:_l'T- 10 oty
gineere cateom.

{ ."‘*‘-'-:J'r‘a al

The
only taken away
over, Baron von dey
niuch jn a letter to Mor
';':1.& ,”
vikes roquisitioned we)

In spite
los

Ewinenee the exprescrion of m’

LANCKEN.
that the military authorities had
parallel viscs was untrue. More-
wken® hims=elf acknowlodged as

i iive, the auxilinry bishop.
v he, “when 1 caid that all the
not paralle] vises."
of the Governo promises, the
a1t taken away were never either replated or palid
for by the Germans. The school, at its own expense,
had to purchase a new stock

asgerti
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